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But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we 
E,; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.—I THEss. 2: 4. 
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THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST. 


What is Salvation? 


SaLVATION means redemption from eternal death, and deliverance from 
the effects of sin. It is the gift of God to man. 

„For . and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God.“ (Ephesians 2: 8). 

Adam's transgression, or original atin; brought eternal death upon man- 
kind. The atonement made by the Savior made redemption from that 
eterna] death general.or universal; that is, all will be redeemed from it. 
Both good and bad will be resurrected. 


For sinee by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For 


Our Own Sins. 


Salvation from our own sins is a special blessing of our Heavenly 
Father. It is offered freely, but all who desire it must accept it upon 
the condition specified. That condition is obedience to the Gospel ot 


Jesus Christ. 
What is the Gospel? _ 

The Gospel of poke Christ is called the plan of salvation. It is a 
system of rules by complying: with which salvation may be gained; 
hence it is ealled in the scriptures the “power of God unto salvation.” —_- 
There are many systems or branches of knowledge known to man, such 
as that of music, of chemistry, of mathematics, of geometry, etc. By 
learning, and practicing the rules of one of these systems a person can 
reeeive the benefits to be had from that particular system. By learning 
and practicing 
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To enjoy the privileges and blessings of civilized society children have | 
to learn the rules or customs of civilized people. This they do by obeying 
the teachings they receive from their parents. If an uncivilized man 
wishes to associate with civilized people, and enjoy their company, he 
must be willing to obey their teachings, or the rules of their society. 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ teaches the rules of conduct that are to be 
observed by all who are saved in the kingdom of heaven. These rules 
are “opie. but they are very strict. They must be obeyed. „ 


THE FIRST RULE—FAITH. 


The first rule or principle of the Gospel is faith in God. The ee 
Paul says: 

Without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” (Hebrews 11: 6). 

It is shown in the above passage that we cannot come to God without 
believing that He exists, and also that He rewards them that diligently 
seek Him. In order to believe that God rewards all that seek Him, we 
must trust Him, or have confidence in His word. That is, we must rely 
upon His promises. This is the full meaning of faith. a same 2 82 
gives this definition of faith: 

Faith is the substance” [assurance] ‘‘ of ee hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.” (Hebrews 11; 1). 

The reason why it is impossible to please God without faith is because 
He desires that His children should come unto Him, that they might be 
saved. It pleases Him when they keep His rene while ie is 
displeased when they are disobedient. | 

Nature of True Faith. 


True faith is sometimes called living faith. It is capable of Spez 
When exercised it becomes stronger. When we trust in the Lord we 
prove to ourselves that He can be relied upon. We learn that His word 
can be depended upon, and so our confidence in Him is increased. By the 
continued exercise of faith in God it becomes a principle of great power. 
Men by it have influence with the Lord. By it they are enabled to do 
many marvelous things. Jesus says, | 

If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.” ‘(Mark 9: 23), 

If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove | 
hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” 
(Matthew 17: 20). 

„What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe mer receive them, and ye an 
have them.” (Mark 11: 24). 

Power of Faith. | avs 


St. Paul mentions many great things done power faiths, and 
speaks of a number of men of old “who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weak- 
ness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, ene to fight the drüben 
of the aliens.” (Hebrews 11: 33, 34). bu 

Knowing the great power of living faith, the Savior promised “wii 
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assurance that marvelous blessings should follow all who believe on the 
Lord. These * — or evidences of their 


belief. 
These that in my name devils; 


they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any 


deadly thing, it shall not hart them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall re- 


cover.” (Mark 16: 17, 18). 

All these blessings were enjoyed by believers in former days. They are 
also received by true believers to-day. The result of faith is always the 
same, If it was possible for miracles to be performed by the power of 
faith in ancient times it is equally possible to do the same by faith at the 


present time 
gem Necessity of Miraculous Gifts. 

It is necessary that the signs or gifts of the Gospel should follow be- 
lievers in our day as well as in past ages. They furnish a proof of our 
faith. If our faith is not sufficient to bring to us the temporal blessings 
of God which we need or desire, then we have cause to fear that our faith 
is not strong enough to bring to us eternal salvation. It is possible for a 


person to be mistaken in estimating his own faith. Sometimes people 


over-estimate their strength, and only learn of their mistake when they 
make some test of it. Persons can also over-estimate the faith they pos- 
sess, and if they do not test it they may deceive themselves. 

Faith, like bodily strength, can only be developed or increased by exer- 
cising it; and a person once possessing faith may lose it by disuse, as one 
loses his strength of muscle when it is not exercised. 

Existence of Faith shown by Works. 


True faith is always made manifest by works. When a person has 
faith in the Lord he will show it by his works of obedience; that is by 


keeping the commandments of God. It is useless for any one to profess” 


that he has faith, if he does not show it by his obedience. The Savior 


asks the question, 
‘Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” (Luke 6: 46). 
In Apostle James says, we deceive ourselves if we are not doers of the 


doors of (James 
3: 22). 

He further adds that it is not adde to say we have faith and do not 
perform works, and that the best way to show our faith is by our works: 

„What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works? can faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 
and one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstand- 
ing ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 
Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou 
hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee 
my faith by my works. Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils 
also believe, and tremble.” (James 2: 14-19). CaS 

Another Evidence of Faith. 


True faith can be recognized by another proof or test. When it is 
obtained it causes ite possessor to be very humble. It is always accom- 
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he feels penitent. 1 a y 
THE SECOND RULE--REPEWTANOE. 


Repentanoe is the second rule or principle of the Gospel of Christ, Ie. 
naturally follows faith in God and Jesus Christ. True faith Tenn to, re- 
pentance of sin as one — up a ladder leads to he next. i eyes 

According to the of the to t to keel 
sorrow for sins committed and to turn away from them; that is to do 
them no more. St. Paul, in writing to the Corinthian saints, pote to them 
concerning their repentance: 

Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye BORROWED TO REPENTANCE: 
for ye were made sorry after a godly manner that ye might receive damage by us in 
nothing. For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented * ‘bat 
the sorrow of the world worketh death.” (II Corinthians 7: 9, 10). . . 1 

The same apostle in exhorting the Ephesians to repent told them what 
they should do, or how they should repent. He says, | 

Let him that stole steal no more.” (Ephesians 4: 28). 

One who sincerely repents wil] also seek to make anteile Pi l 
done. If he has stolen he will return, if possible, that which he has taken. 

Such is the full meaning of repentance—to forsake sin. ue 

Necessity of Repentance. | 

Repentance i is very necessary to. salvation in the kingdom. of 3 
Those who have been led to exercise faith in the Lord are under great 
condemnation if they do not repent. They are in rebellion against Him 
and cannot receive His approbation. Unless they turn from their eins 
they are not fit subjects for His kingdom. Both J ohn the Baptist and 
Jesus began their labors i in the ministry by calling upon the people to 
repent. 

John the Baptist, preaching in the wildeenées of Judea, and 
saying, Repent.ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 3: 1,2) © 

From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4: 17). 

John refused to baptize those who came to him, without repenting, und 
told them to bring forth “fruits meet for repentance.” (Matthew 3:°%:8): 

Neither faith nor baptism will benefit a person unless he repents also. 
The object of the Gospel is to bring 
they are separated from Him. 

Tour iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your tin have ‘bid 
his face from you.” (Isaiah 59: 2). 

Jo return to Him it is necessary to put away sin—to repent of it. 

thians 6: 99. 25 

It is only upon certain conditions that the blood of Christ — 
from all sin: 

“Tt we walk nth ih har wih ant, 
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_ Tn der to lk in ‘the light” we must turn away from the dark. paths 
“THE THIRD RULE—BAPTiSM. 

: Absage alone does not remit sin, yet every one who is truly penitent 

desires that his sins be remitted. It is through the atonement of Jesus 

Christ that a remission of sins is obtained. To make that atonement 

effective to each individual the Savior has instituted an ordinance. By 

j obeying that ordinance, after repenting of his sins, a person can receive 
a remission or forgiveness of them. : 


True Mode of Baptism. 


the remission of sins is called The 
2 word baptize is to immerse or dip. The only proper mode. of 
baptism is by immersion. All the baptisms ee in the New Testa- 
ment were performed by immersion. 
St. Matthew says concerning the baptism of Je esus: 
„And Jeaus, when he was baptized, WENT UP STRAIGHTWAY OUT oF THE WATER.” (Mat- 
_ thew 3: 16). 
This shows that He week have gone down into the water. 
also was baptizing in aon near to Salim, BEoAUSE THERE WAS MUCH 
WATER THERE.” (John 3: 23). 
This is also a proof that John baptized by immersion. __ 
The baptism of the eunuch by Philip is described thus in the Bible: 
„They went down both INTO THE WATER, both Philip and the eunuch; and he bap- 
tised him. And when they were come up OUT OF THE WATER, the Spirit of the Lord 
onught away Philip“ (Abts 8: 38,39). 
This, again, shows the manner of baptism practiced by the Savior’s 
‘disciples. 

St Paul writes: 

WR dow ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jess Christ were baptized 
into his death? Therefore we are BURIED WITH HIM BY BAPTISM into death: that like 
2 Christ ‘was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life. For if we have been PLANTED together in the likeness of his 
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.” (Romans 6: 3, 4, 5). : 
The apostle here likens baptism to the burial and resurrection of Christ. 
Any ordinance called baptism performed in some other way is not in the 
' likeness of Christ's death and resurrection, and is not baptism at all. 
All the early church historians testify that baptism by immersion was 

x What Baptism is For. 
The following passages of scripture show that baptism i is for the remis- 


did baptice in the wildemese, and preach the BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE FOR THE 
‘REMISSION or sINs.” (Mark 1: 4). 

And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the BAPTISM or REFEAT- 
THE REMISSION OF (Luke 3: 3). 

Them Peter ssid unto them, 
or an (Acts 2: 38. 
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The scriptures tell of no ordinance or means by which a remission of 
sins can be obtained without baptism. Faith and repentance are not 
sufficient. The Bible says of John the Baptist’s ministry: 

‘All the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with 
the baptism of John. But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against 
themselves, being not baptized of him.” (Luke 7: 29, 300. 

It appears from this that those who refuse to be baptized reject the 
counsel of God against themselves. To do this isa great sin, and the 
only way to repent of it is to obey the counsel of God; and the counsel of 
God is to be baptized. 

Cornelius, who is described as “a devout man, and one that feared God,” 
and who was visited by an angel from heaven was commanded to be bap- 
tized. (Acts 10: 48). This shows that baptism is ee for ann man- 
kind, no matter how righteous they may be. 

Other Purposes of Baptism. ' 
Jesus said it was necessary for Him to be baptized, i in weigh to kaum all 


righteousness, though He was without sin: 


„Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to an him. But 
John forbade him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 
And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Matthew 3: 13, 14, 15). 

Baptism is one of the ordinances by which persons are et into 
the church of Christ, as shown by the following scriptures: | 

„Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were 


added unto them about three thousand souls.” (Acts 2: 41). 
‘*Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 


col God.” (John 3: 5). 


To be “born of water” one must be baptized in water. Upon 


another occasion Jesus said, 
He that believeth and is baptized sball be saved; but he that believeth not shall be 


damned.” (Mark 16: 16). 

In no part of the scripture is it stated that man can be admitted into 
the church of Christ or be saved without baptism. It is an ordinance 
binding upon all who have reached the age of accountability.  - 

The words of Jesus to the thief on the cross, “To-day shalt thou be with 
me in paradise,” (Luke 23: 43), are believed by some to mean that the 
thief was promised salvation without complying with the ordinance of 
baptism. The Apostle Peter says Christ, after being “put to death in the 
flesh,” went and preached unto the spirits in prison; which sometime 
were disobedient, when onde the long-suffering of God waited in the days 
of Noah.” (I Peter 3: 18, 19, 20). Three days after His crucifixion, and 
after He was resurrected, Jeuus said to Mary: “Touch me not; for I am 
not yet ascended to my Father.” (John 20: 17). This proves that Christ 
did not go to heaven on the day He told the thief he would be with Him 


He 
never instituted such a practice, and does not require it nor epprove of it. 


in Paradise. 
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" Baptiam as has been shown, is for the remission of sing, and for admission 
into the kingdom of God. It must follow faith and repentance. Infants 
are without sins; they are unable to exercise faith, or to understand 
repentance. Concerning them Jesus says: 
<4 eee FOR OF SUCH IS THE 
KINGDOM oF Gop.” (Mark 10: 13, 14). 
: Those who have Died Without Baptism. 


1. this ordinance is so essential to salvation, it might be asked, whine 
becomes of those good people who die without baptism, not knowing it is 
necessary? Will be lost? It might also be asked, What will become of 
those good people who die without believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
never having heard of Him? Let the scriptures answer these questions: 

And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the e eee 
“nese rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” (John 3: 19). 

„Where no law is, there is no transgression.” (Romans 4; 15). 

„That servant which knew his Lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did 

according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But be that knew not, and did 
commit things worthy of stripes shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever 
much is given, of him shall be much required.” (Luke 12: 47, 48). 
These passages of scripture are sufficient to make it clear that people 
are not condemned until they, after having the privilege of complying 
with the law of God, reject it. The Lord in His infinite mercy has pro- 
‘vided means by which all who die without the privilege of hearing and 
obeying the Gospel may be saved by future compliance.“ 

But those who do hear it and refuse to obey its teachings simply because 
other good people before them who died without the opportunity did not 
comply with them in this life, will surely be under condemnation. 


_ Baptism a Test of Obedience. 


The fact that baptism i is a commandment of God should be enough to 
convince any one that it must be observed. It ig not an unreasonable 
requirement. The Lord promises salvation to those who obey Him. 

Baptism is one of the tests of obedience. Nothing but a lack of faith, 
repentance and humility will oause one to object to baptism. An ae | 
ingness to submit: to baptism is a proof that faith and repentance have 
not been complied with. Baptism therefore serves as a test of one’s faith 
and repentance, just as repentance is a test of faith. A spirit of repent- 
ance and humility proves that we have faith; and an honest desire to 
aooept baptism proves that we manifest faith, repentance and humility. 

When these three rules or principles have been sincerely obeyed we are 

prepared for the next one. By complying with it the Lord’s approval of 
8 our course is to be received. 


‘THE FOURTH BRULE_LAYING on OF HANDS. 


Following the ordinance of baptism by immersion in water for the 
remission of sins, is that of laying on of hands for the reception of the 
Holy Ghost. The manner of conferring the Holy Ghost in the days of 


* For further information upon this mubjeot soe tract No. 5, entitled Prophet of of 
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the spostles was by the ordinance of laying on of hands, as the tottowing 


‘passages will show: 


“Then LAID THEY THEIR HANDS ON THEM, and they received the Holy Ghost.” 


(Acts 8; 17). 
„When Simon saw that through LAYING ON or THE “APOSTLES” HANDS the Holy 


Ghost was given, he offered them money.” (Acts 8: 18). 
„When Paul had LAID HIS HANDS UPON THEM, the Holy Ghost came on oe and 


they spake with tongues, and prophesied.” (Acts 19: 6). 5 
Those who truly believe, sincerely repent of their sins, oud are haptinsd 
by one having authority are entitled to receive this ordinance of laying on 


of hands for the reception of the Holy Ghost. If it is performed by: one 


called of God, that is, one having authority to administer His ordinances, 
the Lord will sanction the act by bestowing n ne ee 


upon those who receive the ordinance. 
‘Necessity of Laying on of Hands. 


The scriptures show that it is very essential that this ordinance be 
received by all who accept the Gospel of Christ. Like that of baptism, it 
is one by which mankind are admitted into the church of God. When | 
the people of Samaria accepted Philip’s testimony and were baptized, 
Peter and John were sent to lay hands upon them, that they might receive 
the Holy Ghost. (Acts 8: 14-17). If it was not necessary that the pedple 
of Samaria should have this ordinance attended to the apostles would not 
have gone to the trouble of sending Peter and John unto them for that 


purpose. 


Office of the Holy Spirit. 
The influence of the Holy Spirit may be felt by men and women who 


have not complied with all these rules of the Gospel. The Spirit of the 


Lord leads people to have faith, to live good lives, and to perermmany 


good worka, but it will never manifest to any one that his life is fully 
approved of the Lord without obeying these ordinances or rules Ufi His 
church. People should not think themselves saved because they ‘have felt 


the influence of the Holy Ghost prompting them to do right. If they'do 
not obey its promptings by keeping the commandments of a 
Spirit will not remain with them. The Lord says, 

** My spirit shall not always strive with man.” — 6: 3). 

Jesus said to His disciples, 

‘TI will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter; that he may abide 
with you forever.” (John 14: 16). 

This promise of a Comforter to abide with them forever was on dondi- 
tion of obedience, as may be learned by reading whet follows i in the same 
chapters of John’s Gospel. 

Jesus further promised that the Holy Ghost eset lead His one 
into all truth: : 


„When he, the Spirit of trifth, is 
not speak of himself; but whatsoever 
show you things to come.” (John 16: 13). 


In order to be guided into all truth, and to receave the cin nbi 
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conferred by the Holy Spirit we must obey these first principles of truth 
that nave been rr Wake we do this we never can make farther 
Rules Herein Explained. 

In the foregoing the first principles of the a of Christ have been 
briefly explained, namely. 

2. REPENTANCE. | 

3. Baptism BY IMMERSION, FOR THE REMISSION oF SINS. 
4. LAr md on oF HANDS FoR THE Girt oF THE Hoty GuHostT. 

These rules must be obeyed in order to gain admission into Christ's 
| ame They are the beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 1 
These doctrines are taught by the Savior and His disciples, as recorded 
in the Bible. They are believed and — to-day by the Church ‘of 
7 Christ of Latter-day 


REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN STATES MISSION. 


THROUGH the kindness of Elder Elias S. Kimball, president of the Southern 
States Mission, we have been furnished with a statistical report of that 
mission for the year 1897, which is as follows: 

Total number of missionaries from Zion, 501; total number of local 
officers and members, including children, 6,822; number of baptisms, new 
oonverta, 1,809; children, 70; children ab 1,133; strangers houses 
visited in tracting, 191,393; by invitation, 138,275; meetings held, 74, 421; 

Gospel conversations, 288,697; books distributed, 132,930; tracts distrib- 
uted, 430,690; Gospel letters written by missionaries, 9,516. 

Concerning the condition of the mission since the beginning of the year 
President Kimball writes: ‘Since the beginning of the present year the 
‘work im some directions has developed splendidly; particularly is this the 
ease in baptisms, organizing branches and Sunday Schools, and in building 
church houses. The activity of the Elders stirs up some bitterness, which 
crops out occasionally in the shape of mobbings and severe attacks from 
press and pulpit. In the main, however, the people are coming to under- 
stand the Elders and the work better each day, and the enemies to the 
truth are gradually losing their influence.” 

The statistical report of the Sunday Schools in the Southern States 
Mission shows the following totals: 

Number of schools, 150; times school held dusing. year, 2,718; 5 number 
‘of and 826; number of 3,184; in 
By means of the telectroscope, an RE SES: which has * been dis- 
covered, photographs or pictures of scenes, objects or written matter can 
be transmitted over the telegraph wire. By means of this invention 
and the electrophone, we shall shortly be enabled both to see distinctly 
and converse with our friends at long distances. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 1898. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


ArosrIx Ax TRON H. Lunp arrived in Liverpool, on his return from 
Palestine, May 27, 1898, and will sail for New York from Glasgow to-day. 
Of his labors in Syria our readers have been informed by letters from him 
which appeared in the Star. He enjoyed good health during his travels, 
and he reports that the Elders laboring in the Turkish Mission are well. 

Elder C. N. Lund, who has recently been released from presiding over 
the Scandinavian Mission, arrived in Liverpool on May 31st. He will also 
sail for New York to-day in company with Apostle Lund and — re- 

turning missionaries. 


Tan Anchor Line steamer Anchoria which left Glasgow on May 14, 
1898, arrived in New York on the 25th, with passengers on board all well. 
Some returning missionaries were on the vessel. The same line steamer 
City of Rome which left Glasgow on May 21, 1898, arrived in New York 
on the 30th, with passengers on board all well. Some returning mission- 

aries were on the vessel. | 


A TELEGRAM from Elder George Christensen, president of the Scandi- 
navian Mission, brings the sad news that Elder Ole C. Jensen, of Mayfield, 
Utah, died on May 30, 1898, in Randers, Jutland, Denmark, where he 
was laboring as a missionary. He arrived in Liverpool on the way to his 
field of labor December 23, 1897. No further particulars concerning his 
death are yet received. He was ne years of age when he = 
here. 


Azprivais.—The following named missionaries from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool, per American Line steamer Belgenland, on May 26, 1898: For 
the British Mission—George Ruff, T. Lonsdale Allen, Coalville; D. H. 
Goodyear, Thomas Ash, Salt Lake City; Edward Thomas, Kamas. For 
the Scandinavian Mission—Christian Steflensen, Salt Lake City; Thomas 
P. Jensen, Elsinore; Jacob W. Olsen, Vernal; Louis O. Dorius, Frederick 
J. Holst, Ephraim; Joseph Nelson, Mantua. For the Swiss Mission— 
Orson Spencer Squires, Salt Lake City. i 

The following named missionaries from Zion arrived in Liverpool June 
3, 1008, pe Line steamer Pennland: For the British Mission— 
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Charles Swallow, S. A. Greenwood, Fillmore; Isaac J. Wardle, Jr, South 
Jordan; J. C. Webb, Hinckley. 


AND Robert Hogg, Jr., has been honorably 
released from laboring as a Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference to 
return home June 9, 1898. Elder Hogg arrived here February 3, 1897, and 
id released because of ill-health. 

George Ruff has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the 
Sheffield Conference. 

D. H. Goodyear has been appointed to labo? as a Traveling Eder in the 
Leeds Conference. | 

Thomas Ash has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the 
Birmingham Conference. 

T. Lorisdale Allen has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Eider i in 
the Irish Conference. 

Edward Thomas has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the 
Welsh Conference. 

J. C. Webb has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the 
Cheltenham Conference. 

Isaac J. Wardle, Jr., has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in 
the Liverpool Conference. 

Charles Swallow and S. A. Greenwood have been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elders in the Sheffield Conference. 


BA Conrerence Norice.—The Birmingham Conference will 
be held in the Latter-day Saints’ Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street, 
Birmingham, Sunday, June 5, 1898. Meetings at 10:30 em., and at 2:30 
pm. 


| ConreRrENce Notice.—A Conference of the Latter-day 
Saints of the Cheltenham Conference District will be held in the Promen- 
ade Assembly Rooms, Regent Street, Cheltenham, Sunday, June 12, 1898. 
Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., and at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


-_ — 


LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE. 


A Conrerence of Latter-day Saints of the Liverpool Conference District, 
was held in Blackburn, Sunday, May 20, 1898. The morning meeting was 

held at the regular Chapel in St. Peter's Street, at 10:30 a m. The after- 
_ Boon and evening meetings were held at 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. in the 

Exchange Assembly Rooms, Town Hall Street. 

Among those present were: - Apostle Anthon H. Lund; Presidents Rulon 
8. Wells, Joseph W. McMurrin and Edwin F. Parry of the European Mis- 
son; Elder H. L. James secretary of the European Mission ; Elders C. 0 
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Ross and George E. Carpenter of thé Liverpool Office; Elder Jéuséd Blake 
President of, and Elders J. W. West, Winslow Farr, J. W. Clark F. G. 
Robinson, Jr., R. W. Simkins and J. C. Rushton cf the Manchester Con- 
ference; Elder Jed Stringham Freaident and all the Traveling Miders of 
the Liverpool Conference. 
At the morning session the general 3 of the Church and ‘the 
presidency of the European Mission were presented and unanimoysly.sus- 
tained by the Saints present: Elder Jed. Stringham was sustained as 
president of the Liverpool Conference; Elder H. L. James was sustained 
as secretary of the European Mission, and Elders C. E. Rose and George 
E. Carpenter to labor in the Liverpool Office. The following named were 
sustained as Traveling Elders in the Liverpool Conference: W. D. Turner, 
Nephi Bailey, W. M. Gerrard, W. P. Ostler, Thomas: Bennett, Cla: 
Eldredge, W. H. Toone and J. R Hodson. Elder H. M. Gorman. was sus- 
tained as president with Elder E. Oven as counselor of the Ae 
Branch. 
The statistical for be five was read as) follows: 
_ Missionaries from Zion, High Priests, 2; Seventies, 13; local, Priesthood, 
Elders, 5; Priests, 5; Deacons, 3; mein bers, 1023 total officers and ‘mem- 
bers, exclasive of missionaries, 115; children. under eight years old, 28; 
total number of souls, 143. Elders’ — tracts distributed from door to 
door, 18,827; in open-air meetings, etc,, 2,059 F books. sold, 12 z loaned 103 
given away, 15; strangers’ houses visited in tracting,. 4,360; by first invi- 
tation, 38; by re-invitation, 62; Gospel conversations, 477; hall meetings, 
108; out-door meetings, 13; Sandee School sessions, 51; M. I. Association 
“meetings; 25; Bible lasses, 275 confirmations; 75 ‘children 
blessed, 2. od 
The speakers at the’ dere, Biders. Ww: W. P. 
Ostler, Clarence Eldredge, Nephi’ Bailey and W. D. Turner; àfterngon, 
Elders H. L. James, C. E. Rose, Edwin F. Parry and Anthon H. Lund; 
Elders Joseph W. McMurrin, Anton, H. Lund and Rulon 8. 
Gig, 
A goodly number of Saints and strangers were in thr 
out the day, and there was an abundant outpouring of the Holy Spirit ete? 
A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday morning, May 30, gt the 
Conference house, 192 Higher Antley Street, Accrington. The Elders 
reported their labors and received some excellent instructions from the 
presidents of the mission and Apostle Anthon H. Lund. 
: W. D. Turner, Clerk of Conference. 
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“WHAT HATH gop 


A scientist of Boston named C. E. Doth ear has 
some time on a scheme for the practical application of the theory Of Wite- 
less telegrapby. He has succeeded i in carrying bis plans to so suécéssful a 
stage that he felt justified in asking recently for assistance to en b e kim 
| to make a practical demonstration of ‘his wonderf inv Was 
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furniahed him by the New York World, which placed and asaistante. 
at the inventor's disposal. The experiment was a very interesting one, 
nob only because of the immediate developments; but beeause of the new 
ers in this department o — by it. — ct 
test ãs thus spoken:of by that paper: 

necessarily limited distance anton on 
World tug sent by operators on shore who depended: wholly upon the 
radiation of an interrupted submerged electric current. Thus the — ald 
L demonstrated i in :practice, and it remains for the specialists to 

working of the system until our ships can communicate With es 

other or the shore at a distance of ‘fifty or more miles. To do this tor ti the! 
benefit of our navy was, of course the motive en n he: n. 
in making the demonstration possible.“ 

Is will be remembered that when, a wearying 
with Congress, S. F. B. Morse succeeded in obtaining assistance for the 
construction of a line of telegraph from Washington to Baltimore, he used 
two wires to make the electrical circuit, Later the inspiration entered 
the: mind of man that two wires were not needed; that by putting: the 
ends in the earth it would fill the place of one of the wires, which it subse- 
quently has done. After a while when Edison entered the arena and began 
playing the iconoclast with some of the old-time theories and practices, 
he showed in a practical way that it was a waste of time and money to let 
a wire be used but one way at a time, and caused it to work both ways at 
once ; then he invented the quadruplex, by means of which two messages 
couldbe'sent simultaneously over the same wire in the same direction 

and two more in the opposite direction. It looks as if such a field for 
scientific exploit ‘were limitless, and we are now apparently at the thresh- 
old of a condition of things in which wire and other electrical conduits: 
will be dispensed: with altogether. And of course the end will not be then. 

Penplel of this generation know a: good deal more than those of the 
preceding one knew, and those following us will know more than we do. 

This is the manifest tendency of the human family. The first message 
samt over: Morse line was, What hath God wrought?”. In contemplat- 

ing the gradual evolution of Morse’s discovery and its status at this time, 
wrotight and is continuing to bring about through the agency of His 
children.“ Peace hath indeed her triumphs. which are. not only not 

inferior to those of war, but of n 1 ee race. 

— Deseret 
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glory to the Lord for the plan of salyation that He has revealed in our 
day. I refer now to salvation which. provides for the body and its safety 
as well as for the safety and eternal happiness of the spirit: The Gospel, 
as revealed by the Lord, contributes to and makes perfect the enjoyment 
and happiness of men spiritually. It supplies all their desires... It leaves 
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no room for yearning for something that cannot be obtained for a knowl-. 
edge that is beyond reach. In this respect the Gospel differs from all 
man-made systems: In them there is a void, a want of certainty, a some- 
thing to be desired. Notso, however, in the Gospel. It feeds the soul. It 
enlightens the mind. It supplies every deficiency. In this it standg in 
striking contrast with all of the systems of philosophy or religion witch 
have their origin in man’s agency. 

But while the Gospel has this effect spiritually, let us look at its effects 
upon man’s temporal surroundings. Just think what a condition the 
Latter-day Saints would be in if they were to remain scattered among the 
nations of the earth, in the places where they received the Gospel! They 
would be exposed to constant temptations and sins. Difficult as it may 
be in some instances in Zion, where the Saints have gathered, to keep 
from the evils and vices of Babylon, how much greater would be the 
difficulty for Latter-day Saints to live according to the requirements of 
their religion if they remained scattered among the nations of the earth! 

Knowing the condition that mankind would be in in the last days, the 
Lord provided a plan by which His purposes should be brought to. pass. 
It needed a plan by which salvation would not only come spiritually to 
men, but salvation that would reach the entire man—body and spirit. 
—and would save him in his entire being from the terrible evils that were 
to come upon mankind generally in the earth. | | 

The calamities which the Lord foretold should fall upon she: etched: 
inhabitants of the earth in the last days have been of a most fearful — 
character. There should be earthquakes, tempests, pestilence, famine, 
war. How could His children escape if they lived scattered over the face 
of the earth: 

Foreseeing these dangers, the Lord instituted the e of Bis 
people from all lands, that they might “stand in holy: places, and: not 5 
moved. 

Already the Latter. * Saints have seen the pate 1 which 
they possess in being united together and gathered out from amidst the 
confusion and wickedness that prevail throughout the earth. But we 
have not yet begun to realize the wonderful advantages which our re- 
ligion has in store for us in this plan of gathering from all lands to Zion. 
Our position possesses advantages which are readily perceived, and which 
men not of our fajth begin and Grete 
perceptible to them as the years roll by. | 

These valleys of the Rocky Mountains possess great dial . 
They are the sanitarium of the continent. Surrounded by long stretches 
of desert, they are very secluded, and cannot be encroached upon as other 
parts of the land can be. Pestilence cannot have the field for action in 
such a region as it could have in other localities. The valleys to which 
the Latter-day Saints now gather are not so likely to suffer from drouth 
as do the lands which depend upon rain for their crops. As to war—now 
that the probability is that our nation will be involved in war with Spain 

—what place so safe for the inhabitants of the land as the cca jag a 
Rocky Mountains? | 
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Our enemies, when they mobbed us and compelled us to leave the lands 
which we had purchased and of which we were possessed, had no idea of 
the benefits that we should receive by the expatriation which they forced 
upon us. They thought it would destroy us. 

President Young, in the early days of our settlement here, perceived the 
great advantages that this country furnished us. He saw the strength of 
our new position, occupying the backbone of the continent, a commanding 
position between the two oceans; and he frequently dwelt upon these 
advantages, praising God for the kind providence which He had (nd 

in our behalf. 

The Latter-day Saints generally do not perceive or e lew . 
has been done for them in leading them to this land. In fact, it is impos- 
sible for the human mind, unaided by the spirit of revelation, to compre- 
hend the greatness of the future and the grandeur of the destiny of the 
people to whom this land has been given as an abiding place. It is true 
that we are not the sole possessors of these mountain valleys. Thousands 
of others ha ve come, and will continue to come, to reside here. But the 

Latter-day Saints have made their impress upon this country, and the in- 
fluence of that impress will always be felt. They have given shape to the 
polity that will prevail; and though they may be warred against, and 
efforts be.made to destroy their influence, they must grow, and the virtues 
which they possess, and which, I trust, they will continue to cherish, will 
give strength and power to them that no other people can hope to exer- 
cise. It is not the numbers of the Latter-day Saints that gives them 
weight in the world so much as it is their union and their distinctive 
virtues, which in the struggle for existence and supremacy always give 
victory and triumph to their possessors. If the Latter-day Saints desert 
the principles of the Gospel, and abandon themselves to the vices and 
corruptions that prevail in the world, and to which they would have been 
subjected had they remained in a scattered condition, they would have no 
more power than any other people of like number. But that which will 
ever give them superiority, so long as they possess them, are those virtues 
which their religion makes imperative upon them, and without which 
they cannot remain the people of God. There can be no question about 
the future destiny of what are called the Mormon people, if they will only 
be true to themselves. In individual cases, history teems with illustra- 
tions of the advantage in the struggles of life which the virtuous man 
has over the unvirtuous, the upright man over the crooked man, the clean, 
pure man over the filthy, vicious man. And as with individuals, so with 
peoples. The moral, upright, truthful, industrious, temperate and virtuous 
people, possessing high ideals, always succeed. This is the history of 
mankind. If the Latter-day Saints will only live up to their ideals, there 
can be no question as to their future. With the advantage which they 
possess in the land where they reside, their future is assured, and every 
day will give us increased reason for thankfulness that the Lord has 
revealed the doctrine of the gathering together of His Saints.—GEORGE 
Q. Cannon, in Juvenile Instructor, | 
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